Part Six

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL OUTLOOK

I
Mazzini's Religious Credo

1.  That God created man an imperfect but immortal and progres-
sive Being.

2.  That child-bearing, labour, knowledge and death, are blessings of
God to man : child-bearing as the link -with the generations, labour and
knowledge as the instruments of progress, and death as the portal to
the next stage of existence.

3.  That the spirit of God is incarnate in every child ; that it is the
progressive immortal Soul which animates Humanity ; first manifested
in the inarticulate instinct which urges Man to progress ; then in his
conscious recognition of an intelligent ruling Power, and in his gradu-
ally improving attempts to embody an Ideal dimly stirring within him
some religious symbol (Idol or Creed), the worship of and obedience to
which constitute his first rude notions of morality and duty.   The
revelation of this incarnated Spirit of God to the individual is the voice
of conscience, imperfect but progressive, and always pointing to some-
thing superior to mere selfishness.

4.  That the revelation of the Word of God (spirit, Logos) is continu-
ous : that partial revelations of the Word have been given by all the
Founders of the various religions of Humanity in the past; each of
these has revealed some new fragment of the Law;   the Gospel of
Christ being one beautiful development of this progressive and infinite
Revelation.

5.  That the condemnation of all mankind for the original sin of the
first man is a fable inspired by the desire to explain the existence of
evil.   That to the sources of eternal Revelation are now added the
tradition and the history of Humanity and the discoveries of science,
proving the existence of a providential Law of Progress.   We now
know that evil is in its nature transitory, since it can be gradually
overcome by man ; therefore as an imperfect being can only work out
his own perfectionment through voluntary self-sacrifice for the achieve-
ment of Good, evil (the obstacle to be conquered) is the necessary con-
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